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the matter was not actually broached until the end of No-
vember, 1906, in an interview between the Russian charge
d'affaires at London with Sir Charles Hardinge, Permanent
Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. Hardinge
evaded a direct reply by saying that the question of the
Dardanelles was not a matter of interest for Russia and
Great Britain alone,9 but in a memorandum written by him
a few days earlier, it appears that the British Foreign Office
was inclined at that time to promise its support in obtaining
some concessions for Russia on this point in return for other
advantages.10 This appears even more clearly from records
of a conversation which Sir Edward Grey had with Count
Benckendorff, the Russian Ambassador at London, on
March 15, 1907. Count Benckendorff, without instructions
from his Government, intimated to Grey that British acqui-
escence, in principle, in the opening of the Straits would
have a favorable effect on pro-British tendencies in Russia.
Grey replied that, in his opinion, the better relations with
Russia which might be expected to result from the pending
negotiations would require the abandonment of the prior
British policy of closing the Straits, and expressed the fear
that an agreement on the part of the Government to open
9 Ibid., No. 242, p. 254.  Sir Edward Grey to Sir Arthur Nicolson
(later Lord Carnock), British Ambassador to Russia, November 30, 1906.
10 The memorandum dated November 16, 1906, and printed in British
Documents, Vol. IV, pp. 58-60, stated:  ". . . It is probable that the
Russian Government will now desire a modification of the status quo,
and if it is thought desirable to make some concession to Russia in return
for other advantages to be obtained during the pending negotiations,
and if this is a concession upon which they set store, it would be possible
to promise to the Russian Government our support in obtaining the
consent of the Powers to a modification of Article II of the Treaty of
London in the sense of the declaration made by Lord Salisbury at the
18th Sitting of the Berlin Congress. . . ."